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Pre-Lambing Preparation

Ewe Condition 

At Scanning all ewes should be body condition scored and checked for lameness to ensure any 
changes or treatments can be given well in advance on the lambing period.

Vaccinations 

To provide maximum antibody levels in the colostrum and protection to the new-born lambs 
the ewes should all have their annual clostridial vaccinations boosted 4-6 weeks before they 
are due to lamb.  Advance planning to make sure these are ordered and given is important.

Worming 

For many years we have wormed all ewes at the time of lambing in order to reduce the egg 
burden.  However, with information from recent research and in the face of increasing levels 
of resistance to wormers, we now consider this practice to be unnecessary and potentially 
harmful.  Treatment should more probably be targeted only at the thin/old/weak animals 
that are at particular high risk.

Zoonotic Diseases 

Some diseases of sheep, primarily Enzootic Abortion, can affect people with serious 
consequences.  Pregnant women should UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES be in contact with 
lambing sheep or the equipment used.

We wish you a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year

…………..DON’T FORGET…………….Our Sheep Discussion Group evening on 
16th January at 6pm.  If you haven’t already done so, contact the office 
in order to book a place or for more information.  Spaces are limited!



contact the practice on 01328 864444 

check out our website : wensumvalleyvets.co.uk            

or follow on Facebook : wensumvalleyvets

Lambing Equipment 

Here is a basic list of items you will need at a minimum. 

✓ Lambing Ropes and Head Snare 

✓ Obstetric Lubricant 

✓ Long and Short disposable gloves 

✓ 10% Iodine Solution and Dipping Cup 

✓ Disinfectant 

✓ Powdered Colostrum 

✓ Feeding Bottle and Clean Teats 

✓ Lamb Stomach Tube 

✓ Heat Lamp/ Warm Box 

✓ Prolapse Harnesses 

✓ Kettle 

✓ Made up Individual Lambing Pens

The common list of problems you may encounter include hypocalcaemia, twin lamb 
disease, hypothermic lambs and difficult lambings. 

If you have any concerns or want to discuss your preparation for the lambing or 
calving period please give us a call to speak to one of the vets.

Medicine Box 

✓ Thermometer 

✓ Clean, Sterile, Unused syringes and needles 

✓ 40% Glucose solution 

✓ 20% Calcium solution 

✓ Propylene Glycol 

✓ Pain Relief e.g. Meloxidyl, Finadyne 

✓ Broad Spectrum Antibiotic e.g. Penicillin

DECEMBER CHECKLIST 

✓ Feed, Bed, Muck Out, Repeat 

✓ Arrange Scanning for ewes 

✓ Monitor weights on growing young stock so as to change ration if needed. 

✓ Lag pipes that run outside so as to minimise risk of freezing and lack of water to stock.


