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Nationwide there is a continued push to make the national herd BVD 
free with the disease estimated to cost around £37 per cow annually.

According to data gathered around 90% of the national herd has 
been exposed to the disease.  There are an unknown number of 
herds actively infected at this point but it is thought to be 
between 20 and 60% with around 1-2% of animals in each infected 
herd being a Persistently Infected (PI) animal.  A PI animal is one 
that was infected as a foetus and is born with the disease and 
unable to fight it off.  These animals will continuously shed disease 
and infect other animals in the herd.

BVD eradication is based on the identification and removal of the PI animals within a 
herd.  There are 2 processes on beef farms by which this can be achieved:

1. A Blood Sample is taken from young animals in the age range 9-18 
months.  5 animals need to be sampled from each separately managed 
group. 

i.e. If the Heifers and Steers are separated at weaning, once they 
reach 9 months of age 5 blood samples need to be taken from each of 
the groups. 

2. ‘Tag and Test’ tags can be used.  This takes a small biopsy of tissue 
from the ear at the time of routine tagging.  This tissue is then sent 
off and analysed to see if the calf is a PI animal. 



contact the practice on 01328 864444 

check out our website : wensumvalleyvets.co.uk            

or follow on Facebook : wensumvalleyvets

Both methods are appropriate for different situations and different herds and we 
will discuss with you which is most cost effective and appropriate for your individual 
farm unit.

When BVD has been identified on a unit the key process is to identify and remove all 
of the PI animals present.  This is done again by blood testing or by using the ‘Tag 
and Test’ system.  In conjunction to this we will consider both a vaccination 
program and the herd biosecurity.

BVD Free is the banner under which the national push to eradicate BVD comes.  The 
BVD Free Scheme is built around a national database which will contain the status 
of all individual animals and herds allowing purchasers increased confidence in the 
health status of the animals they buy. 

If you are not already addressing BVD within your cattle one of the vets will be 
ringing you over the next month to discuss the options available to you.

Beef Discussion Group 

Hopefully you will have received an 
invitation to our first Beef Discussion 
Group meeting.  This is to be held on the 
evening of the 29th October.  During this 
meeting we will anonymously review and 
present calving figures of all the farms 
that have returned a form.  Using this 
data we will then discuss the range of 
figures and what can be done to help 
everyone improve their calving results.  
Along with your invitation there was a 
data capture form that we would like you 
to return to us prior to the meeting.


